DISGRACE  ABOUNDING
mentioned, came out with a Hungarian patriotic and racial move-
ment. He called it 'Hungarian Life', as far as the title can be
translated, and the inaugural meeting was just like a Hitlerist
meeting translated into Hungarian. There were the banners, the
Hungarian national colours with the sacred stag of old Hungarian
mythology superimposed. There were the Storm Troops, with
befrogged jackets and gold-betasselled black ties and white shirts
and knee boots and feathered hats. There was the new-fangled
salute — the hand on the heart, rather a good one this, it's at least
a change from the upraised arm.
And there, on the platform, was The Leader, B61a de Imr&Iy,
with a programme of land for the landless, and work for the work-
less, and social betterment for the poor, and the cultivation of the
military spirit and Hungarian patriotism and anti-Semitism.
Beside him was Andor Jaross, the leader of the Hungarians from
recovered Upper Hungary. He, too, was a thorn in the side of the
Old Regime in Budapest. In Upper Hungary, under the Czechs,
the peasants had been given land, the workers social insurance.
Jaross himself, in his campaign against the Czechs, had been the
ally of the Henleinists, of Hitler's Nazis. He bluntly intimated,
when he came to Budapest, that the liberated Upper Hungarians
did not want to be depressed to the level of the masses in Trianon
Hungary; they wanted the masses in Trianon Hungary to be
brought up to the level of the liberated Upper Hungarians.
A shiver and a shock x^vent through the embattled Old Regime
in Budapest, which had so effortlessly re-established its hold on
JfeAgary after the World War.   Their bitterness vented itself
particularly on Imr&ly, who had been called to power as the last
hope of saving Hungary from Hitler, and was now coming all
over Hitler, and was beginning to have a very good press in
Germany. Six months before, they had said 'We put our money
on Imr&ly', and in reference to  his rather aquiline features
said that he looked like Savonarola. Now, they went about saying
that he was a Jew!
This led to a most interesting development. I wrote earlier in
this book that Imr6dy is the Magyarised form of Heinrich, and
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